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REPRIMAND: In the absence of Interior Minister Rehman Malik, his ministry received a quick reprimand from the chair and was asked to explain to the house privileges committee why it did not brief the parliamentary secretary in charge about the allegedly increasing ‘sheesha’ smoking in Islamabad.

Deputy Speaker Faisal Karim Kundi, who chaired the proceedings, called for a report from the committee before Friday when the present session is due to be conclude, while having a dig at the interior secretary who, he said, needed to be “pulled up” by the minister.

Parliamentary Secretary for Interior Rai Mujtaba Kharal had expressed his inability to respond to a call-attention notice from four members of the Pakistan Muslim League-Q about what they called an “increasing use of sheesha in the capital territory”, saying he had not been briefed by the ministry.
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