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Cigarette manufacturing: Pakistan a profitable country for MNCs: The Network
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Pakistan has become a profitable country for multinational cigarette manufacturing companies as tobacco industry is booming here with each passing day, despite the fact that as many as 274 people die daily from tobacco-related diseases and 5000 Pakistanis are admitted to hospitals everyday, says The Network for Consumer Protection (NFCP). 

Information collected by The Network for Consumer Protection here on Tuesday revealed that poor implementation of laws is one of the key reasons for ever growing multinational cigarette companies. The international tobacco companies have started shifting their business to developing countries particularly Pakistan, china and Russia following strict measures adopted by the developed countries against tobacco use. The countries include: Ireland, New Zealand, Norway and Scotland, as well as cities, like San Francisco, Boston and New York of US. 

The Network for Consumer Protection organised a Sensitisation Session with National and Sub-National Parliamentarians and District politicians on Tobacco advertising, Promotion and Sponsorship (TAPS) and POS advertising. The Network for Consumer Protection said that Tobacco advertising and promotion is defined as "any form of commercial communication, recommendation or action with the aim, effect or likely effect of promoting tobacco product either directly or indirectly. 

The Network Executive Director Nadeem Iqbal said that Pakistan had signed and ratified international public health treaty with the World Health Organisation (WHO), The Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) in 2004. "The country is paying the worst human health and environmental cost of tobacco cultivation. Severe health threats to tobacco farmers include bladder cancer, allergic skin disorders and green tobacco sickness," the Network said. 

On the other hand, child labour in tobacco farming remains an obvious violation of fundamental human rights by tobacco industry. "Children are involved in tobacco farming and are vulnerable to poisoning from pesticides, fertilisers and other injuries. Pakistan is bound under United Nations Convention on the Rights of The Child and International Labour Organisation Convention to take immediate and effective action to prohibit and eliminate child labour," they Network maintained. 

The Network said that tunnel farming is the alternate of tobacco crop, as farmers can cultivate vegetables throughout the year .Raising support price for tobacco is not an answer to the issue as raising price will give more incentive to farmers to grow tobacco, which jeopardise the food security as farmer will not be growing wheat or vegetable, the net work added. 

However, in Pakistan the Committee on Tobacco Advertisement guidelines had issued guidelines in 2002 regarding the size of advertisements, Tobacco Ads in the press will not be more than one square inch, advertisement of tobacco on electronic media will be allowed only between 3am to 4am. Under the prohibitions of smoking and protection of non -smokers health ordinance 2002 prohibits smoking at public places and public transport partially ban tobacco advertisements on media and sale to minors. Penalties against violation of the law are fine of Rs 1000 to 100000 with imprisonment may extend to 3months. Although sale of tobacco is an offence under section 8of tobacco control ordinance 2002 but 1200 young children start smoking in Pakistan ever day. 

President, Pakistan Tehreek -e-Insaf, women wing of District Rawalpindi, Farah Agah while endorsing the point highlighted by the Network, said that the PTI would include the recommendation given by the Network regarding the imposition of ban on Tobacco advertisements in Pakistan, in its health policy. 
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