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Swabi farmers vow to unite for their rights
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SWABI, Aug 31: Growers associated with different trade unions have vowed to organise and strengthen Kashthkar Coordination Council (KCC) for protection of farmers’ rights.
The council leaders said this during a meeting held here at Mathra on Friday. The gathering was attended by farmers and their leaders and presided over by Liaquat Yusufzai.

Briefing media persons after the meeting, Mr Yusufzai said that the KCC included Aiwan-i-Zaraat, Anjuman-i-Kashthkaran, Kisan Board, Anjuman-i-Kashthkaran Tobacco, Ittehad Kashthkaran and Ghulam Kashthkar. He said that all of them had pledged to jointly work for the rights of growers when they formed the KCC in 2006. However, he said that the struggle initiated by the leaders of the district against companies and business mafia was not liked by some self-styled leaders of the growers in these bodies.

“Toeing the companies’ policy line and exploiting the poor tobacco growers and other farmers is not acceptable to us,” he said, adding that they would strengthen the KCC. Mr Yusufzai said that those who showed least interest in protecting farmers’ interests were now not part of the council.

He said that in Swabi district, Mohammad Ali was district president of Aiwan-i-Zaraat, Alam Sher district president of Anjuman-i-Kashthkaran, Khalid Khan district president of Kisan Board and Qudrat Wali president of Anjuman-i-Kashthkaran Tobacco, but all of them bid adieu to their unions and pledged to keep the KCC intact in any circumstances.

Mr Yusufzai said that provincial leaders of these unions recently held a meeting in Mardan in which they levelled allegations against them.

“It was harmful for us when they disowned our struggle, as we think that there is nothing wrong in working for increasing tobacco price to benefit farmers,” he said.

The meeting also constituted a committee comprising Arif Khan, Alam Sher, Mohammad Ali, Mohammad Azam, Khalid Khan and Mr Yusufzai. Its main task would be to organise the KKC in the tobacco growing districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

“We plan to hold a convention of farmers from all parts of the province within three months,” Mr Yusufzai said.

