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Purchase of tobacco yet to begin
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SWABI, July 11: National and multinational companies have yet to purchase flue-cured Virginia tobacco from growers due to differences over the price of the crop.
A multinational company’s leaf manager had told Dawn in the final week of June that tobacco purchase would begin in the first week of July.

He, however, said on Tuesday that the exercise would begin very soon. He refused to give a schedule for it.

Of late, the companies declared Rs117 per kg as tobacco price for the year but growers rejected it for unreasonable in view of their escalating expenditure. They demanded Rs183 per kg as tobacco support, saying the sought-after price was approved by the crop commissioner of the national food security and research ministry.

Kashthkar Coordination Council has urged companies and Pakistan Tobacco Board to give tobacco growers the sought-after price without delay.

