CICARETTES

rand

ST —

‘. b
i

Smuoke contalins

RafistanIDelaykindBictoriaBEeal

On January 13, a news itém appeared in the media regarding delaying in Pictorial Health Warning
{PHW) to be printed on cigarette packs. Originally, the PHW was suppose to come in to force on Feb 01 and
a notification was released on November 2009 stating the same but tobacco industry influence the
government to gain more time as they claim they do have the “right technology™ to print the PHW.

CTC-Pak, representing the civil society, wrote a protest letter to the Director of Tobacco Control
Cell, Federal Ministry of Health where it was stated how the efforts for effective tobacco control made by
the government and civil society were being sabotaged.

Copies of this letter were also sent eral Minister of Health, Federal Secretary Health and
WHO officials. ,/”J@Rd

The media aisg__s_u.ppo‘ffe‘a the CTC-Pak action in this re zard and hi

ghlighted the issue.
The letter and_relaled news items are for inform ;
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Coalition For Tobacco Control - Pak

To,

Mr. Yousaf Khan

DG Implementation { FCTC)
Tobacco Conttol Cell,
Ministry of Health,
Islamabad

Subject: Delay in implementation of Fictorial Health Warnings on Cigarette Packs

Dear Sir,

With due respect, with reference to January 13%% press appearance regarding the delay in
implementation of Pictorial Health Warnings {PHWs) on cigarette packs, in Daily Times (National News,
Page ~A3, Jan 13, 2010), the Ministry has delaved the decision till May. It is also said in the press release
that this has been the influence of “cash-rich tobacco industry™ oser the ministry.

Atter the confirmation of this mformation on telephonic conversation with vowr respected self, the
Coalition for Tobacco Control - Pakistan (CTC P ak) is concerned over this sad tumn of events. Tobacco
Industry with the consent of the Ministry of Health have secretly managed to push back the efforts made by
the civil society and Tobacco Control Cell (TCC) during the last one and a half vear for ntroducing
pictorial health waming on cigarette packs that were to be implemented by Feb 2010,

It may be mentioned here that in the process of drafting the technical details of the SRO on above
subject, we, the civil society, being pariners with the TCC among other stakeholders. were taken on boand.
The SRO was approved and published in the Gazette of Pakistan on November 6% 2009 Even this
document is still available on your cell’s official website.

Yet. it is embarrassing that not only this decision seems to be taken back but the process has been
kept so secret that no one learned about it tll recently. This further assures tantamount of the Mimstry of
Health to playing with the health of people of Pakistan and its lack of commitment, not to mention the
international obligation towards the enforcement for effective tobacco control in Pakistan

CTCPak protest against the delay of implementat ion of the SRO as it fears this delay will further
on infinite period and demand the Federal Minister for Health, Mr. Makhdoon Shahabuddin, Secretary
Health, Mr. Khisnood Akhtar Lashari and vour kind self to take notice of this issue and to take immediate
actions to implement the Pictorial Health Wamings on cigaretie packs as per original decision as well as
avolding benefiting the tobacco industry and playing with the health of people of Pakistan.

With best regards,

Khurram Has hmi
National Coordinator, CTC Fak

CC: Mr. Makhdoom Shuhabuddin, Federal Minister for Health

CC: Mr. Khushnood Akhter Lashari, Secretary Health

CC: Dr. Khalif Bille, WHO Country Representative

CC: Dr. Fouad Aslam, Technical Office Tobacco Control, The UNION

CC: Mr. Shahzad Alam Khan, National Professional Officer (Tobacco Control)

Suite 204, 7 Floor, Kiran Plaza, FE Markaz, |starmabiad, Pakistan,
Tel: +02 51 285 5011 / 22 Email: infoffctcpak org Website: www cicpak org



; : by ‘multidisciplinary approaches and community :
dss*eélupmt hn!:mi\rean& Intervention in key sectors of Education, Health, Safe Drinking Water
&Sanitation and Environmental protection ete encircling D.GiKhan District.

MEMBER'S PROFILE

Vision:

Al-Eimman Development Organization AEDO wants to expand its area of operation towards entire regions
of south Punjab while facilitating local communities to avail basic amenities of life social stability and
Economic prosperity.

Mission:

Al-Eimman Development Organization AEDO strives hard to ensure social services with particular focus
on the Education & Health sector for the disadvantaged .under privileged and those deprived of basic
Human Right while active involvement of local community ,influencers by adopting participatory




